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with a Maratha population of one lakh and a half, were of course
colonized from the coast, and these settlements had no connection
with the political domination established in the middle of the
seventeenth century by the army of Shahaji and his son Venkoji,
the step-brother of Shivaji. As might be expected, the city of
Tanjore and the districts in Its neighbourhood, North Arcot,
Salem, and Madras City, show the largest aggregates of the foreign
Maratha settlers whose ancestors accompanied Shahaji and his
son to the south. Tanjore has been very happily styled by the
Maharaja of Travancore as the southern home of the Marathas.
and though fifty years have passed since the principality was
declared to have lapsed to Government for want of heirs, the
Ranis of the palace still live in the city in the enjoyment of state
pensions and a large private estate. When the kingdom was first
founded between 1666-1675, the district of Tanjore included por-
tions of South Arcot and the whole of the Trichinopoly district.
The military settlers included both Brahmans and Marathas, and
by reason of their isolation from their distant home, the sub-
divisions which separated these castes in their mother-country
were forgotten, and they were all welded together under the
common name of Deshasthas.
The Tanjore Rajas were all of them great patrons of learning;
some of them were poets and scholars themselves of no mean
repute, and their charities were on a scale which arrests attention.
The Tanjore Library is the largest collection of the kind to be
found in any Native Court in India. The cultivation of the fine
arts, music, both vocal and instrumental, etc., was carried to
perfection, and Tanjore attained in those days a pre-eminence
which it still retains of being the most refined and cultured district
in the Southern Presidency. After the fall of Tanjore, the professors
of those arts removed to Travancore, and gave that State the
reputation it now enjoys. The great city of Kombhakonam has a
large sprinkling of distinguished Maratha families whose represen-
tatives, Sir T. Madhavrao, Diwan Bahadur Raghunathrao,
Venkaswami Rao, Gopal Rao, etc., have risen to great distinc-
tion, each in his own line, and some of them have even attained
an Indian reputation for statesmanship, learning and philanthropy.
The Native States of Travancore and Mysore have afforded scope
to the display of the heighest abilities of some of these Maratha
statesmen, both in the last and in the present century. The services
of the Travancore Minister, English Subbarao, are well known,
and one of his successors, Sir T. Madhavrao, rescued that State
from disorder and insolvency, and turned it into a model State,
and the father of Diwan Bahadur Raghunathrao achieved equal